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Aubergines is a quarterly publication of Seubert French Frimel & Warner LLP, a 

Silicon Valley law firm, which appears roughly semi-annually, but occasionally 

less often. We are dedicated to two sound but hardly lofty principles: that doing 

more is naturally tempting and always worth considering; and that, more often 

than not, anything worth doing is worth overdoing. We aim to set an editorial 

tone that exhibits these admittedly under-arching principles.

We also feel that having too many principles of any type can be harmful to 

one’s health and overall wellbeing, and sometimes causes Excessive Principles 

Anxiety Syndrome (EPAS), a gateway affliction that often leads to insanity.

Our circulation levels vary widely. Letters to the editor are not encouraged. 

Advertising requests suitable for the most genteel and discerning of readers 

will be considered. We do not offer obituaries, science fiction or astrological 

readings, nor can we endure cookies, shameless puff pieces, or the 

unauthorized copying or use of our copyrighted material. We occasionally offer 

cartoons, poetry, recipes, and limericks, but not recently. We try not to split 

gerunds or misplace modifiers, but we are known to fail frequently.
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The Maestro of 
The Handwash

Coronavirus, 
the Swift 
and Lethal 
Disrupter
We cannot begin to know the great inconvenience, pain, 
health hardship and economic devastation that the 
Coronavirus has and will continue to visit upon Silicon 
Valley, America and much of the world, possibly lasting for 
many more months. 

We humbly offer this whimsical amateur video, quickly-
made by an artist who obviously cares, and then grabbed 
by us recently from the viral blur that is today’s Web, 
having a decidedly Coronavirus theme.  It won’t stop 
our pain; it is only a simple antidote to help us all, for a 
brief time, get on with our lives, and to some extent ease 
the great anguish caused by this viral monster that is 
engulfing us all with fear, anxiety and so many forms of 
personal hardship. 

This elegant, silent movie short vividly portrays the 
importance, and the great frustration, of conducting 
vigorous and frequent handwashing. It is instructive and 
at the same time quite sympathetic to the challenges 
posed by our nation’s sudden embrace of America’s 
newly-designated most critical personal hygiene function. 

May all of your hand washings be vigorous, thorough, and 
successful.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH

https://youtu.be/cgaL-XV_7BM
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SFFW Advises 
France′s 
Obvioos Sas 
on Acquisition 
by Gaming 
Unicorn Unity

Global law firm Seubert French Frimel 
& Warner LLP is pleased to announce 
the share acquisition of its client, 
Obvioos, by the San Francisco-based 
“unicorn” Unity Technologies.

Obvioos, based in Lille, France, 
develops best in class virtual reality 
and 3D visualization technologies. 
Its Furioos™ platform enables real 
time 3D application streaming and 
interaction in the cloud through the 
use of virtual reality technology.

With Obvioos’ technology, any device 
with an internet connection can be 
transformed into a 3D workstation, 
making Furioos a natural acquisition 

candidate for Unity.

“We’re a little group with huge 
objectives,” aid Christophe Robert, 
co-founder and president of Obvioos. 
“By going along with one of the main 
3D improvement stages, we can 
all the more likely scale our video 
spilling administrations while firmly 
adjusting our innovation to Unity. 
We’re amazingly amped up for what’s 
to come.”

Unity was recently valued around $6 
billion and is considered a likely IPO 
candidate for 2020.

 The SFFW team was led by Tim 

Tim French is 
a corporate 
transactional lawyer. 
He is a graduate 
of UC Berkeley and 
Berkeley Law. Tim 
has practiced with Big 
Law firms in Silicon 
Valley, and he has also 

served as in-house legal counsel to several 
Silicon Valley tech companies, including 
those having IPOs and other exits. Tim can be 
reached at tim@sffwlaw.com and 415-730-
7252 and his LinkedIn bio can be viewed here.

French and Tom French. Marie-
Anne Fabre of Ockham Avocats, 
Paris, acted as French corporate 
counsel. Terms of the transaction are 
confidential.

CLIENTS IN THE NEWS

BY TIM FRENCH

https://www.linkedin.com/in/timfrenchlegal/
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Tom French 
works primarily 
with startups and 
emerging companies. 
His primary area 
of experience 
includes business 
formations, venture 
funding transactions, 
mergers, acquisitions, 

intellectual property transactions, corporate 
governance matters and general corporate 
counsel. He was previously a corporate 
partner at the global law firm DLA Piper LLP, 
in its East Palo Alto Office. He can be reached 
at tom@sffwlaw.com and at 650 269 2322.

law partners. Investigations of 
misconduct by the California State 
Bar. And then, to top it all, a blunt 
interruption of his bar sanctions 
hearing by federal marshals seeking 
to serve Avenatti with criminal 
charges for tax evasion and fraud, 
leading to his immediate jailing, 
without bail, and a conviction, in the 
criminal case involving Nike.

Michael Avenatti stormed onto 
the national political stage when 
he announced in March 2018 that 
he had been retained by adult film 
maker and exotic dancer Stormy 
Daniels, who claimed she’d had an 
affair with President Trump and that 
he’d paid for her silence when he 
decided to run for President.

Although the American public had 
already been exposed to explicit 
allegations by others of sexual 
promiscuity by Trump, and a bawdy 
video of him speaking on a bus with 
Billy Bush, the TV show-cousin of 
President George W Bush, Avenatti, 
along with client Daniels, proved for 
a while to be a persistent thorn in 
Trump’s side. Both gave numerous 
interviews, and proved they could 
more than hold their own with 
gaggles of reporters eager for the 

scandalous details.
The claims asserted by Avenatti 
against Trump and his then-counsel, 
Michael Cohen, were seen by many 
as constituting federal election law 
violations arising from an alleged 
cover-up of the trail of payment to 
Ms. Daniels. Twitter battles involving 
Avenatti and the President became 
almost daily fare.

But eventually Daniels and Avenatti 
had a falling out over Avenatti’s 
representation, and the film star 
went her separate way, while the 
Twitterstorm seemed to die down.

But news of further woes of Avenatti 
kept on coming. Charges by clients 
of embezzlements of millions of 
dollars. Claims by Nike that he was 
committing extortion against it. 
Fraud suits brought by Avenatti’s 

Flashy, Twitter-Savvy 
and Fearless in Taking on 
Trump Overnight Legal Star 
Avenatti Takes Big Fall Two 
Big Falls Actually – He′s in 
Jail, Without Bail

ATTORNEYS WITH ISSUES

BY TOM FRENCH
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Berkeley Banishes Gender-
Specific Words in City Code 

“Pregnancy” No Longer 
Limited to One Gender Only

Unclear If Other Cities Will 
Follow Suit

BY TIM FRENCH

In a move to recognize non-binary 
gender inclusivity, the Berkeley City 
Council adopted an ordinance last 
July that eliminates gendered terms 
from the Berkeley Municipal Code.

In total, more than two dozen 
commonly used terms have been 
changed in the city code.

For example, the new ordinance 
switches “he” and “she” to “they” 
and “them.” And "firefighter" replaces 
"fireman" and "firewoman," while 
"workforce" replaces "manpower."

The purpose of other changes in the 
new ordinance are less obvious. For 
example, “sororities and fraternities” 
are now "collegiate Greek system 
residences." The word "heirs" will 
become "beneficiaries," even though 
many observers feel that "heir" 
was not a gendered term. The word 
"master" is replaced variously with 

"central," "Captain," "Skipper," "Pilot," 
and "Safety Officer."

And a manhole is now a 
"maintenance hole," while 
“manpower will henceforth be called 
a “human effort.”

Rigel Robinson, the Berkeley City 
Council member who pushed for the 
ordinance, said that “Having a male-
centric municipal code is municipal 
code is inaccurate and outdated. 
This city is for city everyone, and our 
laws should reflect that.”  As of press 
time, Aubergines is not aware of any 
other city in the Bay Area which has 
indicated that it intends to follow 
Berkeley’s actions. Nevertheless, 
many experts feel that this is a 
question not of if, but when.

New San Francisco DA 
Brings Many Planned 
Reforms 

Chesa Boudin, Son of 
Imprisioned 70′s Anarchists 

Was Previously SF′s Public 
Defender 

Changes Will Aid Poor, 
Unhoused
BY TOM FRENCH

Chesa Boudin’s warm, gap-toothed 
smile and direct manner of speaking 
exude energy and a calm confidence. 
He’s also a Rhodes Scholar, has 

LOCAL NEWS

both a Yale 
undergrad 
degree and 
a Yale law 
degree, and 
he earned 
two masters 

degrees from Oxford.
His move to become the District 
Attorney of San Francisco occurred 
through his surprise election in 
November, when he overcame 
endorsements of others by the Board 
of SF Supervisors, including its Mayor.

Equally surprisingly, if not more so, 
Boudin’s move directly from the SF 
Public Defenders Office (he began 
there in 2012) to become SF District 
Attorney is a first.

Boudin is not the only district 
attorney in the United States bent 
on undertaking radical reform in his 
city. Chicago’s and St. Louis’ DA’s are 
also in the headlines these days for 
championing reforms that will benefit 
the poor, persons of color and the 
homeless.

Boudin plans to institute a program 
that will offer a chance for victims 
of crime – even violent ones – to 
meet in person with the convicts 
who caused them pain, in an effort 
to spread information, and perhaps 
facilitate healing, among the broader 
universe of those who suffer greatly 
when crimes are committed.

Boudin’s background is highly 
interesting and is worth examining.

CLICK HERE TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT CHESA BOUDIN

Manhole   Maintenance Hole

Heir   Beneficiary

Firewoman   Firefighter

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chesa_Boudin
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What does it mean when a product is 
marketed as “diet”?

To Shana Becerra of Santa Rosa, 
California, it meant much more than 
just less sugar or fat. Indeed, Ms. 
Becerra brought a class action in 
San Francisco’s U.S. District Court 
alleging that she had been drinking 
Diet Dr Pepper continuously for 
more than 13 years and “did not 
receive what she paid for” because of 
deceptive advertising.

Ms. Becerra alleges in her class 
action complaint that the label “diet” 
misled Diet Dr Pepper consumers 
by promising that the product would 
“assist in weight loss” or at least 

Diet Dr. Pepper 
Appellant Says She 
Lost No Weight 
Tried It For Thirteen 
Years But To No Avail 
9th Circuit: There′s 
Nothing Diet About It

NATIONAL NEWS

BY TIM FRENCH

“not cause weight gain.” She points 
out that aspartame, the artificial 
sweetener used in Diet Dr Pepper, 
has been shown to cause weight 
gain and therefore the “diet” label is 
false and misleading. 

Ms. Becerra’s complaint was 
dismissed, but she was not deterred. 
She appealed to the Ninth Circuit U.S. 
Court of Appeals, and on December 

30, 2019, the Ninth Circuit issued 
its 3-0 opinion on the matter: When 
used as an adjective, the dictionary 
definition of “diet” refers to a product 
that has fewer calories that the 
“regular" version of the product. 
The opinion goes on to say that “no 
reasonable consumer would assume 
that Diet Dr Pepper’s use of the 
term ‘diet’ promises weight loss or 
management.”

When asked by a reporter if she 
intended to keep on drinking Diet 
Dr. Pepper, despite her utter lack 
of courtroom success thus far, she 
stated that yes, that she might. But 
only at 10am, 2pm and 4pm.
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“The English language famously lacks a gender-
neutral singular pronoun to correspond neatly with
singular pronouns like everyone or someone, and 

as a consequence they has been used for this purpose for over 600 years. 
More recently, though, they has also been used to refer to one person 
whose gender identity is nonbinary, a sense that is increasingly common 
in published, edited text, as well as social media and in daily personal 
interactions between English speakers. There›s no doubt that its use is 
established in the English language, which is why it was added to the 
Merriam-Webster.com dictionary this past September.”
The Merriam-Webster Dictionary

“Existential, as a word and theme, was prominent in 
discussions of topics that dominated 2019: climate
change, gun violence, and democratic institutions. 

It also popped up in lighter stories in popular culture, signaling its place in 
the cultural zeitgeist.”
Dictionary.com

“Impeach is a word that crossed the lips at least 
once during 2019 of more than 93.87% of all 
Americans, according to the Quinnapinnawinimac 

Institute for the Study of Dubious Statistics, Woonsocket, RI. Consider 
this: literally hundreds of American babies, both boys and girls alike, have 
been christened with this word, and they all may have to face a lifetime 
of being nicknamed “Peachy”. Numerous popular bar drinks were created 
in 2019 using this word, including the Impeachable Sling, which involves 
antifreeze, vodka and rat poison. In the big business world, the powerful 
peach growers lobby spent over $100 million trying, albeit unsuccessfully, 
to introduce federal legislation which would effectively nuke the word 
impeach from the English language, and mandate replacing it entirely with 
the verb “indict”. In the small business world, M Peach & Co., a thriving 
family-owned roadside fruit stand in Loogootee, Indiana that amply 
supported five generations of the Peach Family, tragically closed its doors 
last month due to an ‘existential’ branding crisis it encountered: guilt by 
association with an indisputably distasteful and abhorrent subject for 
anyone considering a food purchase. Fundamentally, and sadly, the word 
“impeach” has invaded and deeply and permanently penetrated our very 
pores, our nation’s soul, and the American psyche. No prior word of the 
year has ever had such a profound and enduring impact, and I doubt any 
such an event will occur again.”
Ptah Horowitz, Managing Editor, Aubergines

2019′s 
Word 
of the 
Year

At the end of every year, 
logophiles, sesquipedalians, 
sociologists and even a 
few English majors rush to 
identify a single word whose 
use during the year was so 
widespread and influential 
as to deserve their candidate 
for the coveted “Word of the 
Year” designation. Below is 
a round-up of some of the 
better-known assessments 
of this always colorful scene:

Editors’ Note: It is estimated 
that there were tens of 
thousands of contenders 
for 2019 Word of the Year.  
Some of our favorite losers 
included: quid pro quo, man 
spread, mic drop, trope, 
agender, dystopian, bowfing, 
chuddies, sitooterie and 
fantyshanty.

They

Existential

Impeach
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How Many Hours Can 
Possibly Be Billed On A 
Record-Sized IPO?

Saudi Oil Giant Aramco Is 
Finding Out

White & Case Staffed 400 
Attorneys
BY TOM FRENCH

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

White & Case, one of the world’s 
largest law firms, with lawyers 
located in hundreds of offices in 
virtually every country in the world, 
will surely hit the veritable lawyers 
dream jackpot with its recent 
completion of a record-breaking IPO 
for the global oil producing giant that 
achieved a market cap for the global 
oil giant of over $2,000,000,000.

The share listing is on the Tadawul, 
the Saudi Stock Exchange, which 
currently lists a total of only 16 
companies’ securities.

White & Case is remaining mum 
on just how much it will rake in 
for this prestigious engagement 
(which Law.com aptly described in 
military jargon as a “deployment”). 
We understand that 400 of the firm’s 

lawyers – more than 20% of its entire 
global legal team – were involved in 
the gargantuan undertaking.

We see no point in speculating 
about just how lucrative this work 
was, but needless to say a law 
firm’s assignment of 400 lawyers 
to work on a single transaction is 
fairly uncommon. Some experts 
have estimated that it is exceeded 
only, perhaps, by the total number of 
outside lawyers that were retained by 
the White House in the impeachment 
proceedings defense. But this war-
like litigation and Congressional 
advocacy matter hardly qualifies as a 
transaction. Nor has there been any 
indication the White House lawyers 
are actually being regularly paid, or 
even paid at all.

Are we even a little bit envious?

Of White & Case? Of course. What 
self-respecting law firm wouldn’t be?
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Las Vegas, NV – In January 
each year consumer technology 
companies head to Las Vegas to 
showcase their latest technology 
gadgets at the Consumer Electronics 
Show (CES). This year we sent our 
sometime-roving Managing Editor, 
Ptah Horowitz, to Las Vegas for the 
CES 2020 show to find the three 
most intriguing and exciting gadgets. 
We are pleased to report on Ptah’s 
choices here:

Tzingularity

Implantables are the next big thing 
in tech and the Tzingularity™ micro-
implant is leading the charge. This 
microscopic implant lets you make 
calls, send emails, and surf the web 
directly from your body.

Status: In deep stealth mode. Exact 
location unknown. Early investors’ 
names not being disclosed. Price 
point not revealed at this time, but be 
prepared for sticker shock; this is no 
feature, it’s a revolutionary game-
changer. SFFW has been retained as 
general counsel; more than this, we 
cannot say just now.

PlugBug

The wireless electricity dream is 
now a reality. PlugBug™ lets users 
power all of their electronic devices 
wirelessly and without cost over the 
wi-fi network.
Status: In very deep stealth mode. 
Founding team members are all 
presently incarcerated for a murder-
related felony conviction, but are 
all due for release consideration 

in 2021. Patents pending in US, 
Europe and Asia. SFFW’s retention as 
general counsel is on hold, pending 
a routine clearance by federal 
penitentiary authorities.

JonJon

This smart 
commode uses 
AI, machine 
learning and 
deep-water sonar 
to analyze all user 
deposits to aid 
in determining 

dietary deficiencies and to catch 
potential medical health issues 
early. Its proprietary data analytics 
tool reportedly has considerable 
usefulness in predicting potential 
compatibility in matchmaking 
situations, job offer opportunities, 
roommate selection and facilitating 
approval by parents of their hapless 
children’s often dodgy and astrology-
derived marriage candidates.

Status: Just emerged from extremely 
deep stealth mode. Some issues 
need to be, ahem, flushed out: 
The FDA has asserted jurisdiction, 
allegedly due to concerns over 
risk of vast therapeutic properties 
inevitably being promised. Dating 
sites eHarmony and Grindr have both 
claimed trade secret theft and have 
brought suit in multiple jurisdictions.  
SFFW’s engagement is under internal 
review, pending multiple gut checks, 
conflict checks and mental stability 
checks, not to mention receipt of a 
substantial retainer check.

CES 2020 
Tech Round-
Up – What′s 
New and 
Tons-O-Fun
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aubergines advertising
Feeling tired or irritable? Find 
yourself kicking stray cats, speaking 
gruffly to small children or hurling 
death threats at cable news TV 
talking heads? Growing weary of 
watching, listening to or reading 
about our nation’s Impeachment 
proceedings? Checking your blood 
pressure hourly or more often? 
Having difficulty sleeping? Plagued 
by violent nightmares? Looking 
frequently at Canada and New 
Zealand’s immigration laws?

Don’t lose hope. Relief is on the 
way. Miraflor Nutraceutical Labs, a 
proud SFFW client, has developed 
an exciting patented, cutting edge 
and breakthrough bio-science 
formulation which is guaranteed* to 
significantly improve your mood and 
your physical and mental health, to 
spectacularly spin your fun-meter, 
to joyfully jack up your mojo and to 
painlessly irrigate and rejuvenate 
your gastro-intestinal tract and its 

PEPTO BURISMA 
“It calms while it balms, and releases 
while it defeases.”TM

CALL 1-800-GET-BURISMA NOW. OPERATORS ARE STANDING BY. SUPPLY 
LIMITED. WE TAKE VISA, MASTER CARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS AND LIBRA. 
SE HABLA ESPANOL.

abundant array of enzyme nodules 
within less than one hour of your 
taking your first dosage.

Meet PEPTO BURISMA, once called 
by ancient Assyrians, Bedouins and 
Yazadis “The Elegant Elixir of the 
Euphrates” for its many miraculously 
healing properties. BUY NOW. It is 
available for only
$1.00 per day to those who act 
quickly. Huge discounts are available 
for those buying in bulk.

Make no mistake, PEPTO BURISMA 
is not a diuretic, a laxative, an 
analgesic, an opioid, a cannabis 
derivative or a synthetic version of 
heroin or morphine.

PEPTO BURISMA is an aromatic and 
pleasing unguent**, entirely organic, 
non-addictive, GMO-free, conflict-
free and calorie-free and amazingly 
restorative extract made from 
completely natural ingredients.***

* 30-day money-back guarantee, 
redeemable in cash or Bitcoin at any US 
border crossing. Buyer pays shipping cost.

** Smells like new-mown hay and wasp 
honey; a creamy salve, applied generously 
to the greater buttocks area.

*** Primary ingredients: ground rapeseed, 
dandelion buds, topsoil, sand and 
repurposed polyester fabric element.
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disclaimer
Aubergines is a quarterly review of borderline-authentic news which publishes about twice per year. Nothing contained in aubergines 

may be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion. Don’t even think about suing us. What few assets we have are securely lodged 

in the island nation of The Cook Islands, which does not recognize and will not enforce judgments rendered by the United States, 

or by any other jurisdiction for that matter. If you are fond of reading materials where highly annoying words like emoji, milieu, 

GIF, ennui, selfie, micro-aggression, weaponize or meme are in frequent use, you won’t be happy here. And while there are widely 

reported accounts that regularly reading aubergines will result in lowering one’s blood pressure, arresting male pattern baldness, 

reversing gluten and lactose intolerance, relieving menstrual cramps, eliminating toenail fungus, calming spastic colons and chronic 

bed-wetting, stopping stammering speech, thwarting incontinence and minimizing impotence, taming annoying tics, curing Chron’s 

Disease, and Hashimoto’s or Dress Syndromes, absolutely no guarantees or warranties of any kind shall be applicable here. All 

rights are waived in perpetuity and forever thereafter. No representations or warranties, express, implied, inferred or deferred, shall 

apply in any circumstance whatsoever occurring in the past, the present or in the future. This disclaimer is fully valid and enforceable 

even in jurisdictions where it might otherwise be invalid, including, without limitation, outer space, the afterlife and beyond.
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